We can't list all the active groups in Haringey - here are 
some we think are doing good stuff or need support. 


Haringey HOUSiNg|MEKON GPO is a self-help group 
who meet three times a month and support each other 
with housing problems and take action for better 
housing in Haringey. haringeyhousingaction.org.uk 

show monthly 
m at are sometimes challenging, always 


thought provoking and usually rarely shown. 
haringey.org.uk/hic 


! 


is a network 
ocal Friends groups who are protecting 

and improving our parks and open spaces. 

haringeyfriendsofparks.org.uk 


| 


about 180 
Haringey who are improving their local 
haringeyresidents.org 


associations in 
areas. 


connects residents' 


is a broad based 
e illegal occupation 


| 


movement campaigning to en 
of Palestinian land. hjfp.org.uk 


is a Haringey based group 
which holds open meetings on issues still relevant 
today, celebrating the history of struggles and learning 
from the past. radicalhistorynetwork.blogspot.co.uk 


has so far 
prevented demolition of the multi-cultural market 
area in Seven Sisters and has a viable alternative plan. 
wardscornercommunity.org.uk 


| 


| 


organise local actions against companies using forced 
unpaid labour, and support the national Boycott 
Workfare campaign. haringey.org.uk 


meets 
regularly for individuals to give and receive support 
on housing problems and campaign for better housing. 
haringeyprivatetenants.org.uk 


aims to challenge racism, 
fight oppression and build community through 
holding public events and campaigning for 


greater public inclusion and 
tottenhamrights.org.uk 


accountability. 


is a network of local community 
groups standing up for the interests of people in 
Tottenham, especially concerned with ‘regeneration’ 
issues. ourtottenham.org.uk 


[HAGREYNESREYSENARATSYHORPIEA| is a campaign 
to save Haringey's last hospital and its site - again 


under threat from developers and NHS sell-off. 
facebook.com/HaringeyNeedsStAnnsHospital 


is an 
alliance of local groups and individuals campaigning 
against cuts and privatisation of our healthcare 
services. defendharingeyhealthservices.org.uk 


was set 
up to oppose proposals to close the A & E Department 
and to stop the closure, privatisation and run-down of 
NHS services. dwhc.org.uk 


is a part of a 
national campaign for investment and improvement in 
council housing, and against rent and service charge 
rises. defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


provides a drop- 
in service for migrants, offering advice and reducing 
social isolation. haringeymsc.org 


‘Tottenham Chances is a popular venue hosting a wide 


variety of performing arts and other events. facebook. 
com/tottenham.chances 


INorthWonidon|COMIMUNityIHOUSE is a Turkish/Kurdish 


run community centre near Bruce Grove which 
supports community projects and local campaign 
groups. 22 Moorefield Rd, N17 6PY tel: 020 8885 0899 


SER iaGIS is a live internet and FM radio station; 
on Tuesdays 10.30pm till late - discussions around 
politics, local community and health issues presented 
by Find Your Voice. myspace.com/slrradio 


links up green 
groups and projects throughout the borough. 
sustainable-haringey.wikispaces.com 


WHO WE ARE 


Formed in 1991 we are a non- 
hierarchical group, unlike 
political parties. We believe in 
organising collectively, fighting 
back against injustice and getting 
rid of a system which puts profit 
before people. 


Many of us are also involved in 


service cuts, 


state controls. 


www. haringey.org.uk 


local residents’, 
campaign groups. 
claimants and workers in dispute 
and campaigns against public 
are active on 
environmental and housing issues, 
and resist oppressive policing and 


community and 
We support 


If you would like to learn more 
about HSG, then befriend us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter @__ 
hsg___, contact us at PO Box 2474, 
London N8, phone 08452235270 or 
info@haringey.org.uk or come to 
our open monthly meetings. 


Inarecent interview, Haringey Council 
Member Mr Tyranny Dogeatdog told 
Totally Independent that elections 
are a complete con and voting is a 
trick to make people think they have 
a say in decision making. 


Democracy? 


We vote every four years in local 
elections. So-called “democratically 
elected” local politicians then decide 
on everything from selling off council 
housing and public land to privatising 
schools and services. Complain, 
and what do we hear? “Well, that’s 
democracy - you voted for us.” 


to our daily lives. NOBODY IS DIFFERENT, 


- Nobedy will (ister to your concerns 
- Nobody cares about you and your family 


- Nobady will keep their election promises 


So, vote for Nobody - you know it makes sense. 
Together (with nobody leading us) we can change the world, 


Newsletter of | 


Haringey Solidarity Grou 


Out of a job 


We put it to Councillor Dogeatdog that 
people would be better off organising 
themselves. Worriedly, he said “I 
hope not. If people make decisions 
collectively about their lives, | can’t 
tell them what to do. Then | can’t 
tax, exploit or manipulate you, and 
my boss and landlord friends can’t 
make a whacking profit out of you. 
And P’Il be out of a job. Sod that.” 


Then he said, “If we left it to you 
lot to run things, the country would 
be in a right mess”. We laughed 
and said, “What about the banks 
failing, businesses going to the 
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In the coming elections VOTE FOR NOBODY 


All parties are in it for their own power, All candidates are irrelevant 4 


Quick, cover it up 
before somebody sees it 
and realises the truth!!! 


www. haringey.org.uk 


= “if voting changed anything, they’d make it illegal” - Emma Goldman sare 


OTE FOR NOBODY 


LOCAL COUNCILLOR THINKS ELECTIONS ARE A SCAM 


wall, thousands of people being 
laid off work, people having homes 
repossessed, local services run into 
the ground......2” For the first time in 
our lives, we saw a politician go quiet 
and blush. 


Sobbing like a child 


We asked Councillor Dogeatdog what 
gave him the right to decide things 
for the people of Haringey. “Er...| 
was voted in.” But we all know very 
few people trust politicians, hardly 
anyone votes because they realise 
politicians don’t help us, and even 
fewer put an “X” next to his name. “l 
know,” he whined, “but I’m milking it 
while | can”. As he ran away we asked 
him which party he was with. “Why 
does that matter?” he responded. 
“We’re all the same anyway. All | 
wanted was the power.” 


Vote for Nobody 


Whoever wins this election, the 
effects will be the same. All political 
parties say one thing then do another. 
Their names may differ, but the 
rubbish they peddle is much the 
same. So we have our own candidate 
- Nobody. 


So, in the coming elections vote for 
Nobody as Nobody will carry out the 
wishes of local people. Nobody will 
abolish poverty and hardship and 
make sure we all have what we need. 
Nobody believes in you. If Nobody is 
in power, won’t it be better for all 
of us? By organising together, with 
Nobody leading us, we can change 
our world for all of us. 
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POLITICAL PARTIES? SCUM 


We know the Tories are scum. And, 
after four years of the Coalition, we 
now know the LibDems are scum- 
with their enthusiasm for hitting 
the poor. So, many in Haringey 
vote Labour... but why? Here are 
some of the recent achievements 
of the current Labour-run Haringey 
Council: 


e 4residential care homes 
closed 

e 7 drop-in and day care centres 
closed 

e Several community centres 
closed 

e Library services slashed 

e Council house maintenance 
cut to the bone 

e Care services for the 
vulnerable cut 

e 23.000 families in difficultv 
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LANDLORDS AND 
“MONEY LENDERS TO JN 
GET YoU & HOME 


NEVER M 


Another election is upon us and 
the chance to vote-in a council 
who won’t represent or listen to 
our views. This is the ruling elite’s 
perverse idea of democracy. So 
voting for a candidate is pointless 
- it changes little or nothing for 
the majority of people. Just 
look at the history - corruption, 
backhanders, sucking up to 
corporate business for the gain of a 


Email info@haringey.org.uk 
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with paying Council Tax 

last year were charged an 

additional £125 in court costs 
The Council argues that the 
Coalition’s spending cuts leave 
it with no choice. “The Council 
stands completely opposed to the 
depth and speed of the cuts”, 
says Finance Chief Joe Goldberg. 
So the cuts aren’t the problem, 
only the speed and depth. And 
what opposition? Generally, when 
someone opposes something they 
don’t go ahead and do it. 


Meanwhile, three councillors have 
been on a jolly to Cannes on the 
French Riviera-at a cost of £9k to 
the tax payer-looking for investors 
at areal estate conference to pour 
money into the Tottenham Plan. 
Investment for what and who? 


LOTS OF POSSESS IONS TO 


AKE You FEEL GOOD 


few while constituents are treated 
with contempt. The question then 
is whether to spoil your vote or 
just not bother at all. Here are 
two views. 


Spoiler yes 


Spoiling your ballot paper may 
be just one small act of dissent. 
Spoilt ballots are counted, and 
the number is usually reported in 


Flash shops, cafes and restaurants 
ruining local businesses, and flash 
apartments for yuppies but quite 
unaffordable for local people. 


10,000 households will continue 
to rot in shoddy, temporary or 
emergency housing (there were 
25,000 until 15,000 were quietly 
shunted off the list last year). 


Labour promotes itself as the 
defender of the poor, supporter 
of social justice and opposed to 
inequality. Call it a fairy story, call 
it a sick joke. The truth is that these 
councillors offer no resistance 
whatsoever to government cuts 
and promote the same rubbish as 
the other parties. 


Vote Conservative, vote LibDem, 
vote Labour...... vote Scum. 


NS) YOUCAN DO IF 
fe 4 on) GET ME 


IND THE BALLOTS 


election results, though it’s often 
lumped with unintentionally spoilt 
papers. A deliberately spoilt ballot 
shows that we are not apathetic 
about government but pissed off 
with party politics and politicians. 


If a larger number of people did 
this than voted for any party, 
wouldn’t it give politicians a 
shock? It would certainly get 
some media coverage. It did get 


Find Haringey Solidarity Group on Facebook 
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AKING CONTROL 


COOPERATE, COLLECTIVISE 


We say “vote for nobody” because we 
don’t think 59 councillors in Haringey 
should speak for 250,000 local people. 
Nor do we think 650 MP’s should speak 
for 60 million people in the UK. 


But “vote for nobody” doesn’t mean 
“do nothing”. It doesn’t mean just 
moaning. Or thinking only of yourself. 


To change the present system that puts 
profit before people, and rich before 
poor, we have to work out new ways 
of running our lives, environment and 
economy. So turn the TV off and start 
to make a difference. But how? 


Here are some examples. There is 
Haringey Federation of Residents’ 
Associations. If every street/estate had 
its own residents’ group, with everyone 
playing a part, we would make the 
decisions that affect how and where we 
live. In fact there are already dozens 
of such groups in Haringey doing just 
this. Haringey Friends of Parks Forum 
is doing the same thing for our local 
parks. Both need more of us involved. 


Housing co-ops are where people 
collectively own their own homes or in 
some cases whole estates. Those who 
live in the homes decide how they are 
run. Workers co-ops are where workers 


noticed when there were 120,000 
spoilt papers in the Police and Crime 
Commissioners (PCC) elections in 
2010. 


Add your own box to the list of 
candidates and label it “None of 
the above” or “Honest politician”. 


A spoilt ballot is an alternative 
to the protest vote of choosing a 
candidate you’re sure won’t get in, 
which reduces the percentage vote 
for the winner. 


It’s only one small act of dissent, 
but why stop there? 


Send us a tweet @__HSG__ 


get together to run a business without 
a boss -and everybody gets the same 
money no matter whether they do the 
accounts or the cleaning. 


Then there are groups fighting for 
different rights for local people. 
Out Tottenham want the people of 
Tottenham to decide how our area 
should look and be developed. Wards 
Corner Community Coalition is doing 
the same around Seven Sisters. Similar 
campaigns exist all over Haringey. 


Militant trades unions, run 
by workers, get better wages 
and conditions for themselves 
and offer a lead to others to 
do likewise. People with kids 
are setting up play groups. In 
Haringey Housing Action Group, 
people support each other to get 
decent housing by using direct 
action. Tottenham Rights are 
fighting racism and support those 
attacked by the state like Nicky 
Jacobs* and Mark Duggan. These, 
and many more, are examples of 
people organising, fighting back 
and changing things for the better 
- for all of us. 


So it’s not what box you put a 
cross in on 22nd May that counts. 


Spoiler no 
| have no faith in the political 
system, this so-called 


representative democracy, so | 
will not be voting in the up-coming 
local elections, People have said 
to me that if | don’t vote then | 
have no right to criticise decisions 
politicians make. | am told that not 
voting is apathetic but, regardless 
of whether | vote or not, the real 
apathy comes from doing nothing 
in between elections. If you really 
want to effect change then get out 
there and be involved. 


u ha 


| BROADWATER FARM 
| REVISITED 


It’s about what we (and not politicians) 
do for the rest of the year that matters. 
But if we don’t start organising 
ourselves, politicians will continue to 
treat us like children who should be 
seen but not heard. 


* We would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Nicky Jacobs on 
his acquittal for the murder of PC 
Blakelock, after another botched 
attempt by the Met to fit someone up. 


Well why not spoil your vote to show 
you are not happy with the way 
things are run? Why not - because 
it is a total waste of time and 
achieves nothing. Spoiled votes are 
counted and added to the official 
figures but how and why they were 
spoiled is not registered. | hate a 
political system that is self-serving, 
unjust and corrupt. The very act 
of turning up just to spoil my 
ballot shows support for a system 
| cannot stand. Not voting doesn’t 
mean | am apathetic as many like 
to claim, | have joined with others 
locally to fight the injustices in our 
community. 


Issue 28 Spring 2014 


23/04/2014 23:43:02 | 


